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It was Christmas Eve.

The snow,
which had been falling all day now

+ urned to raln. The dreary drizzle
fent a chill to the air,

Mrs. Malllory stood at her drawing
Toom window, held back the dark vel-
%ot curtaing and looked out on the
sllent avenue. There were fow pedes-
‘rians in sight. Now and then a car-

came under the electric light,

the watcher at the window
saught glimpses of the dainty rai-
ment of the occupants as they whirled
#ayly past on their way to some
Thristmas festivity.

“Christmas festivity!"” ghe repeated
aloud, and her volce was low and
tense and expressed her pent up scorn
and ariness of the whole Christmas
season

8he stond thus for a few moments,
staring out Into the night. The
damask portiere was pushed aside

* arith a quick, light motion, and a slim,
meatly attired maid appeared In the
doorway. Her exes fairly danced
with delight, and though she epoke
with a demure diznity it was evident
that sonething highly pleacing to her
tancy was afoot.

“Does it please you that I come In
@aow, madam?"” she asked, with a
gquaint little accent that would at once
wmark her Par!sienne—haed her trim
appearance not already done so. Mrs.
WMaillory turned slowly from the win-
dow,

*“Yes, Janette, you mav bring in—
my Christmas gifts.” There was a
trace of irony in the last two words,
but her manner was entirely haughty
and indifferent. She crossed the room
and sat In a large armchaic of rare
Qtallan hand-carved wood. The pale
violet lamp screen on the table beside
ther shed a soft light, and the rose
dight from the great open fire caught
2 gleam now and then from the jeweis
on her fingers. It was a curious
9ight, thé combination of the rose
and violet. but it was almost wierdly
fovely. Mrs. Maillory was a beauti-
¥ul woman—a stern, classic beauty.
The folds of her black velvet gown

_%ell about her In simple stately grace:
ker bare neck and shoulders r..amed
white against the dark chair. Her
‘air was gray about the temples, and
‘her deep dark eyes were at times in-
exrpressibly sad. She was lonelv, but
she was proud, and none knew of lier
#ad Christmas Dve. She had refused
#cores of invitations, ard was keeping
‘her Christmas Eve as was her enstom,
having her gifts brought to her there
m the dimly-lighted drawing-room.

' Her husband was keeping his
Christmas Eve, as was his custom, in
‘the zreat dense forest. Mr. Malllory
was what the world ralls an vpright
man—honored on the street, of a
flint-like Integrity In hia business,
His word was as good c& a bond, He
surrounded his wife with every pos-
sible luxury, excepting the one price-
Yess Inxury for which & woman would
®acrifice all others—friendship and
comradeship. These he reserved for
a few old friends. men who had been
through fisancial bzttles with him,
who had shared his college frolics and
studles,

That afternoon he had hurried in,
®athered up his hunting traps and
started off. He had given his wife a
check—a princely sum—and sald:

“Just buy yourgelf a little trinket,
Vietoria, my dear, and have a nice
time at the Van Arden’s tonight.”

“If he had only bought me a little
Tfomething himself.” she thought, sad-
1y. “If it were only a few flowers'"

Janette came in, followed by a foot-
man In gorgeous livery carrying a
farge numbher of little packages of
all shapes and sizes. He came sev-
«ral times and arranged the pack-
ages as Janette directed. The maid
was all little flutterings and happi-
mess and flitted from this box to that

The maid piaced the trinkets on the
table for her mistress’ inspection of
her jewels that should have the power
to give joy to any woman, but Mrs.
Maillory looked at them indifferently,
and toyed with them with her slender
white fingers,

She frowned with displeasure as
the maid laid before her a wrap of
costly fur.

“My nephew should not have sent
me this,” she said sharply. *'He can-
not afford it. It was only because |
gave them thelr wedding silver.”

The mald did not hear this, for ghe
was lost In raplures over a firmly
matinee of real lace and hand-painted
chiffon.

“Oh, the exquisite ‘mouse.'” she
crled, with more enthusiasm than
knowledge of correct English.

Mrs. Malllory smiled little at the
malid’s quaint happiness in the gilts.
She was rather fond of Janette and
was often amused at the girl's extray-
agant expressions. Janette was a
happy, care-free soul and aiways
ready to cater to ter every mood.

She ran to htr mistress with a veri-
table little squeal of pleasure as ghe
untied one hox. It was a fine gold
necklace with a butterfly pendant,
frail, jewelled, delicate as a breeze.
Mrs. Maillory read the card and her
face turned pale.

“Cat!" she whispered.

The gift was from a woman whom
Mrs  Maillory thoroughly disliked,
and she had not tried to hide her feel-
ings. The woman, through ambi-
tions of her own, had persistently
clunz to Mrs. Maillory, and had used
her name as the entree into many
fashionable gatherings. As she
looked at the jewel, Mrs. Maillory
could have erushed its delicate beau-
ty in her hand.
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Jthe baby Urother.

The child had
showed this pink ribbon proudly to
the visitor; her ;Sunday ribbon,” she
told her.

The great Indy fingered the solled,
gandy plece of pink cambric and rib-
bon gently, almost reverently, and
there were tears in her voice as she
said softly:

““Her one treasure, her bit of a rib-
bon-—she gave it to me—she gave it
to me because it is Christmas.”

With a sob that was half jov, half
sorrow, ghe laid her head over on the
queer, shabby little offering and wept
away all the grief and lonely heart-
ache, for In the gift of a little child
she had found her real Chrismas.—
Boston Globe,

A TOY TRAGEDY.

he_came to please some birlie,
o Fromipj'ar aEro'sjj chgmf"’
Were dark”and curly;
ret%y doll Way 3he o
Her hair g like the mt)ﬁlr)‘j \Jl;?g,\
Wit “tendrily prone r:;- <: and ding,
F her in a stocking.
E%)gucoldﬁw @r I)Ser rhéor-c
Belween —ol), il das jIJoci\i_r)g;; =1
A tiggr ‘and a bear. _
Of couqrje:)'bc spent a dmbdaﬂ@%;'l’
Agd \ri er hair e}
- oy @*?Ln?:;a"? Courier-Journal.”

Her locks

MADONNA IN CONTEMPLATION.

A

" The n;t-.aité_l_y“r;;l_mun came into the

room, the picture «f shocked dignity.
Janette was about to take the brown

paper parcel which the irate man heid | The stockings were hung by the chimney

out stifly before him, then started
back with a little seream.

“The impertinence!" she cried.

“What does thiz: mean?" asked
Mrs. Malllory, haughtily.

“A very ragged little girl left this
awlul package, madam. She insisted
on its being given to you.™

“Bring it to me."”

Lwus Lhe night betore Cnrtstisus, when all
h

through the house .
@ creature was surring—not even a
mouse;

Not

wit care, . .
In hopes tiat St. Nicholas soon would be
there.

Christmas "Way Down South.

You hear dat tiddle's music—de clappin’ of
de han's?

Dey beats de jubilation of de halleluis |
ban's!

You hear dat flo’ a-creakin’? En don’ you
hear de call: :
“Balance ter yo' partners, en swing yo'

ladies all!™

Chris’'mus times, good people!
.Heel en toe you lLf"!

Yander come de white folks—
Ketch® em “Chris’'mus Gif'!"”

Who dat 'way off yander, rackin’ down de

road?

De ole-time, gray-head deacon, wid a con-
gregation load!

De meetin’-house 1s empty—can’t miss de
Chris'mus chance— )

Dey muster heerd de musie, en dey comin’
ter de dunce!

Come in dar, you peaple
En swing aroun’ de hall’
Heel en toe, en roun’ you go,
En "Chris'mius Git' * ter ali’

De very backlog's dancin’, en up de red
sparks go,

En pelt de ha'nts wid lire, whar dey moan-
in' in de snow!

Dey better take de road home, en hunt de
holler tree,

Fer dis here time is Clris‘mus, en de
tiddle’s flyin' free!

Wateh out fer dat mistletoe!
Keteh vou, | be boun'!

Kiss her fer dat *Chrs'mus Gift "—
Swing yo' sweetheart roun’!

Come in—de wiole plantation—en jine da
danein” feet,

En glimpse dat peaceful 'possum—dat tur-
ey, brown en sweel!

De table piled wid plenty!—come in, en
take yo' place,

En see de ‘deacon smack his mouf en say
amazin' grace!

Anin't dis halleluia
Ter de gon ou?

"Teara like Heaven come down ter airth
En tell you, "Howdy do!”

Chris'mns times, good people! Dc: let de
music roll!

De snow uone hide de medders, but de
summer's in vou' soul!

Ilan's roun’—de ole Ferginny Reel! en leb
de ghadders creep

Like ghosts acrost de snowfiel's—but we'll
dance de stars ter sleep!

Chris’'mus times. good people—
Bes' time sence de fall!
Glory halleluia,
En “Chris'mus Gif* * ter all!
—Frank L. Ftanton, in the Satunlay Even.
ing DPost

De Li'l' Tin Horn.
Sho' ez you bha'a, . ) .
Dey gwine ter be fun wid de 1i'l’ tin ho'n!
En some folbs'll growl, in de ol'-fashion’
way,

Kase it vouse "em fum res’ at de breakin’
er t[n\\‘! -
But de W'’ folks say dat dey never shill

eer—
“Criz’ mus des come onee a year!”

Sho' ez yon ho'n, . e s
Dar's de lfe er de worl’ in dat 1i'l" tin

ha'n!
Fn de fines” er sights—en de purtiest, too,
Is dem rosy-red regiments marchin’ ter

vou!

Zome folks, dey may growl, but de chillup
don't keer—

"“Cris'mus des come onee a year!"”

Christmas Eve,

For fear one waif, this winter night,
Should lack a garment's fold, .

Dring forth fair vesture, warm and biright,
Lest the dear Christ-child go cold!

Nor let one hungry from your door
Fare sorrowing unfed,

The whitest_loat bring from vour store,
Lest the Christ-cluld faint for bread!

Ilush mirth, to hark, this blessed eve,

The wanderer's weakest ery—

The homeless at your hearth receive,

Lest the Christ-child pass yvou by!
—Edith Hope Kinney, in Youth's Com-

panion,

——
Plum T*udding,

This Is a good recipe: Crumble a
small loaf of milk-bread and pour
over it one pint of milk. Soak until
soft, then add three well-beaten eggs,
ome cuplful of dark brown sugar, one
cupful of chopped and creamed suet
with all tihe stringy substance re-
moved, one pound of seeded and
chopped ralsins, one pound of cur-
rants, one-fourth of a pound of finely
chopped citron, one-fourth of a tea-
spoonful each of cloves, allspice and
grated nutmesz, and one-half tea-
spoonful each of cinnamon and gin-
ger and one-fourth of a teaspoonful

—Cartoon by Gregg, in the New York Americun,

GOVERNMENT TO INVESTIGATE
THE INCREASED COST OF LIVING

Senalor Crawford Calls on Secretary Nagel For a Conservativa
Statement of the Facts Regarding Advance in Price _;
Necessities---If Data Fail, Inquiry and Remezdial
Legislation Will Follow.

Washington, D. C.—The alarming
merease in the cos_ of living, due to
the rapid and econstant advance in the
price of necessities, is to Le investi-
gated by the Government.

Senator Crawford, of South Da-
kota, has asked Seeretary Nazel, of
the Department of Commerce and

Labor, for a consarvative statement of
the facts. Should the Secretan v, from
data in his poasession, fall to give the

desired information, Senator Craw-
ford will press a resoiution tn_ the
Senate, directing the Commissioner

to investigate and report to Congress
carly, that there may he promnpt
remedial legislation,

Senator Crawfard purposes to goet
at the bottom farcts as to the advance
in prices.

and community of interesu
something to do with conditions that
are alarming and fast growing intol-
erable. Senator Crawford iz an ojp-
ponent of all monopolistic trusts and
corners in farm and dairy nroducts,

Preliminary  investizations show
there have been no reports from the
Commissioner of Labor on the
of living., the advance in
necessities and the value of Iabor
since 1907. At that time a report
was made that labor was not able tn
purchase as much as in previons
years. The report was severcly criti-
cised by Republican statesmen, he-
cause a political eampaign was about
to open. An amended report soon
appeasced, and its comparisons, more
exhaustive than in the first report,
explained some of the most damaging
statements previously made
Increased Cost 37 PPer Cont,

Since 1907 there has been a sharp
Inerease in the cost of lving, ond 2
gradual increase for a dozen g
In a special dispateh to The Anieriean
from Trenton, N. J., it was stated by
the State Board of Labor and Staiis-
tics that the cost of living in New

price of

VEears

Thera ean he no
woolen schednles,

defense of the
no justification for
the suear tariffs ept 1o insure per-
petuity to the Suzar Trust,

Opposes Investigation,

“1 eannot see what gaod resnlts
would flow from an investigation of
these con ons at this time,”

Senator Perkins, of California, be-
lievez the advance is due to the law
of suoply and demand, tha! produe-
tion has not kept  pace with the
growth of populaiion.

“Many years ago, I was a eattle
raiser,” he sald., ==W ot §$12 to
815 for a steer, that steer

brings $45 to 850

I sold sheep at
8$1.50 a head.  Thev

now hring $5

There is suspicior in lli:%r‘.mm_i
part of the couniry that f-nulllinnlinni
have

| must
| This inercas
costs

Jersey has increased in thirteen years
37.11

These facts have Dbren hrought
home to a number of Senators by
their constituents, The peonle want |
to know whether combinations and
price arrangements have raised cosi |
to conpumers: what the farmer and
the middle man get,, to
whether the margins |:|‘ profit are too
great. Senator Crawford will

wholesals

have |
lttle difficulty in getting his resoiu- |

for muitto:n.
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Cost to Go Still Higier.,

That the cost of living z00n will b
sreater than ever baforo, js indicate
by the Decembor report, just Issue
by the Bradstreot Company, The r
port shows that the prices of eo
moditics to-day are within a s
fraection of the reecord.

U'p to date the higazet priec
known in this country for commiod,

ties was March 1, 1907. Accordin
to Bradsireet's table of index num
bhors, on December 1, this vear, th

level stood at $9.12¢2.  On March
1907, the level was $9.1203. Th
is. the price of commaodities to-day
within # =mall feaction of one 1

cent. of the highest record.
report  shows t}
ilealiy, n man going to

et place to purchase

pound of h of ninetv-six artie
would have kad i3 pay on Decem!
1 of this vear aboot $9.188;

Mareh 1 last like goods might h.
wen pnirchased for nearly ninoaty-
| conts e while on Dzeember

1808, they were clieaper by

determine | ¢ents

Bradstrest's index number
totals of the prices per pound .
tv-six ariieics, guavierly or men

which is uied 23 a standard o ¢
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come in one low, wide pot, wkich is
often incased in a red basket.

modities,

held responsible for these advances.
S of duty, she knew that. Ciimbers on

g the social ladder wished to be her
W friends, that they might through her
¢ : uence open the closed doors of

nells were on her charity list. She
looked at the gift. It was a pink cam-
bric square, the four cormers turned
back and tied with a ribbon.

Oklahoma Inspector Determined
to Have Orders Obeyed.
McAlester, Okln.—Eleven collleries

$120 a Year From Governmu
You're €5 and Don't Ma
Washington,

1, C.—"An
of four different compaaies were, home guard bill"” was Intec
Those in her own set liked | stitches were large and uneven, the ciosed at Conlgate, Okla., by Mine| the Horse by Mr. Wilson,
_her as well as women who live for|cambric was soiled and the ribbon . Tnspector Hanratv, because they had | sylvania. It provides that
fashion and soclety are capable of|old. She looked closcly at the ribbon,

one another. Charity organi-
dons courted her favor, for sfié was

ignored his *al notice that they
must cease maintaining mule stables
in the mines.

Ingpector Haaraty's order for all
operetions fo cease until his rule is
comnlied with {mmediately threw
H000 minzrs there temporarily out of
employment. Electrical appliinces
will be installed to do tae work.
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